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The circular gravel area is surrounded by leafy tropical
planting, screening both the pool fence and pool itself from the
house. Tiger g (Thysanolaena maxima), rhapis palms (Rbapis
excelsa) and fatsia (Fatsia japomica) were combined in a style
William calls “Sydney tropical”, referencing the architecture of
the house but also softening it wich rich, textural planting.

The gravel terrace and its dense planting opens up to a pool
area, which was existing when William was commissioned to
design the garden. Seeing no reason to change it, he and his team
worked with the surrounding paving, pool and trees, and simply
filled out the area with carefully selected plants such as seaside
daisy (Gazania spp.), lomandra (Lomandra tanika) and tiger grass.
Again, he expertly connects the historic with the modern through
his planting design of masses of structural and textural plants.

Working with a site racher than trying to force preconceived
ideas onto itis something thathas become increasingly important
to William over his 20-year career. “Working within the existing
fabric of a property means there is an immediate connection to
the site. I want my gardens to feel like they’ve been there forever,
that they fit with their surroundings,” he says.

William has succeeded in his quest with this garden and it
seems he is pretty happy with it too. “I like this garden,” the
landscape designer explains. “It suits the house: it’s got structure
but it doesn’t look super-stylised, like it’s just been wheeled out
by a designer. It looks at home.”

For more go to williamdangar.com.an. Georgina Reid’s website is
theplanthunter.com.au.
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